
Splashpad® 
Sanitizing and 
COVID-19
Aquatic facilities and recreation and parks departments 

already employ established checklists and schedules 

to clean and maintain their Splashpads throughout the 

season. In light of COVID-19 concerns, we have compiled 

a list of recommendations from the US Centers for 

Disease Control (CDC) and Health Canada to assist you  

in evaluating your current procedures.

Select a topic:



Water
According to the CDC, there is no evidence that the virus that causes 
COVID-19 can be spread to people through the water in aquatic play 
areas. If your Splashpad water management system is a:

Flow through  The potable water from the city is disinfected with 
chlorine which should inactivate the virus in the water. 

Recirculation Proper operation and maintenance (including 
disinfection with chlorine and bromine) should 
inactivate the virus in the water. Maintain proper 
disinfectant levels (1–10 parts per million free chlorine 
or 3–8 ppm bromine) and pH (7.2–8). 

  If your system uses Ultraviolet Disinfection (UV),  
this provides an additional layer of disinfection.

Reference: Water and COVID-19 FAQs

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/water.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/water.html


Indoor aquatic 
play features
If surfaces are dirty, they should be cleaned using a 
detergent or soap and water prior to disinfection.

For disinfection, most common household 
disinfectants should be effective. 

EPA recommended list

Health Canada recommended list

 Follow the cleaning and disinfectant product  
manufacturer’s instructions for concentration,  
application method and contact time, etc.

https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/disinfectants/covid-19.html


Outdoor aquatic 
play features
The CDC suggests that outdoor areas generally 

require normal routine cleaning but do not require 

disinfection. It’s recommended that you do NOT 

spray disinfectant on outdoor play areas – it is not 

an efficient use of supplies and is not proven to 

reduce risk of COVID-19 to the public. High touch 

surfaces, such as the water features themselves, 

should be cleaned routinely.

Reference: Considerations for Public Pools, Hot Tubs and Water Playgrounds During COVID-19

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/water.html


Cleaning 
schedules
We encourage you to review your team’s protocols 

and procedures for cleaning public spaces. As an 

example, consider shutting down your Splashpad 

at regular intervals during operating hours to 

thoroughly clean and disinfect indoor aquatic play 

features, and clean outdoor features.

 Note that park and recreation departments and 
aquatic facilities should follow local, state and 
provincial guidelines that may determine when 
and how recreational water facilities may operate.

Reference: Cleaning and Disinfecting Your Facility

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html


Links to additional 
resources
World Health Organization

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Government of Canada

World Waterpark Association

vortex-intl.com
Vortex Aquatic Structures International

info@vortex-intl.com
1.877.586.7839 (USA & Canada)
+1.514.694.3868 (International)

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/prevention-risks.html?&utm_campaign=gc-hc-sc-coronavirus2021-ao-2021-0005-10020125402&utm_medium=search&utm_source=google-ads-107800103024&utm_content=text-en-434525470206&utm_term=%2Bcovid-19%20%2Bcanada
https://www.waterparks.org/web/Tagged_Content/Hot_Topics/Coronavirus.aspx
https://www.vortex-intl.com/
https://www.vortex-intl.com/
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